
World War II: Gas masks

During World War II, gas masks became a part of everybody’s lives, an essential piece of equipment that had to be kept with them at all times. In some parts of the world it was a big concern to protect the civilian population, especially the children, from gas attacks. However in some areas there were no gas masks available for children. 

It was only after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbour that a company had approval from Walt Disney to design a gas mask in the style of Mickey Mouse. This was to encourage children to wear them and make it feel more like a game so as not to frighten them. More information regarding the Mickey Mouse masks can be found at a web site; http://www.gasmasklexikon.com/Page/USA-Mil-Mikey.htm - “The Mickey Mouse Mask”.

Activity title
Make a Gas Mask using templates provided. 

Possible Cross-Curricula link
· Art

Activity ideas using resources
Using the templates provided, make paper or card masks that the children have to keep with them at all times whilst WW2 is being studied.

Resources provided;

This section includes four masks allowing for differentiation:  

· One Mickey Mouse mask coloured in and ready to cut out
· One to colour in by the children in the shape of Mickey Mouse
· One blank mask that can be used to create a design
· One adult gas mask ready to cut out
Resources needed;

· Scissors,

· Printed outlines of masks on thick paper or card
· Colouring pencils
· String or wool
Useful websites;

· The Mickey Mouse Mask: http://www.gasmasklexikon.com/Page/USA-Mil-Mikey.htm
· The Mickey Mouse Gas Mask, information about the Gas Mask: http://www.objectlessons.org/index.php?mod=PageMod.showComponent&component_id=37
· Information about the Infants Gas mask: http://www.objectlessons.org/index.php?mod=PageMod.showComponent&component_id=66
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Instructions 





Cut out mask and eyeholes. Punch holes at sides and insert string.





Instructions - Design your own mask! 





Cut out mask and eyeholes. Punch holes at sides and insert string.
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Instructions  - Colour your own mask! 





Cut out mask and eyeholes. Punch holes at sides and insert string.
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Instructions 


Cut out mask and eye holes. Punch holes at sides and insert string.
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