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Steve Ratcliff e
Chairman of the World Heritage Site 

Project Management Group

PREFACE

Securing a place on UNESCO’s tentative list for World Heritage Site 
status recognises the international importance of the English Lake 
District’s cultural landscape. In 2017, we hope that World Heritage 
Site status will be confi rmed.

The Lake District National Park Partnership’s formation in 2006 
revolutionised how partners began to collectively work together to 
help manage the Lake District. Now with 25 member organisations 
and considerable experience it is a real driving force for sustaining 
and enhancing the Lake District. This Plan, collectively produced 
by the Partnership combines the management requirements of a 
National Park and potential World Heritage Site to ensure that we 
take a single strategic approach that is consistent and appropriate 
for both designations.

This Plan covers the period 2015-2020 and will ensure the Lake 
District’s Outstanding Universal Value is protected and that we 
remain on track to achieving our 2030 Vision of the Lake District 
being “an inspirational example of sustainable development in 
action”. It will be a place where its prosperous economy, world 
class visitor experiences and vibrant communities come together to 
sustain the spectacular landscape, its wildlife and cultural heritage.

We believe the Lake District is the defi ning cultural landscape of 
its type. Having been fi rst nominated in 1986 as a mixed site and 
again in 1989 as a cultural site, on both occasions being deferred, 
the Lake District was used as a test case to defi ne UNESCO’s new 
and additional category ‘cultural landscape’. The Lake District’s 
spectacular landscape, its wildlife and cultural heritage can only 
possibly be sustained and protected if the living working places 
that have created it – and continue to evolve it – are able to thrive. 
The strategies outlined in this Plan seek to ensure the Lake District 
will continue to thrive as a truly living-working landscape, and 
demonstrates to others how it can be achieved.
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Attributes of Outstanding Universal Value

Lake D
istrict Local Plan

Implementation

Further researchExisting activityBreakthrough actions

Strategies

Partnership’s Plan overview

Outstanding 
Universal Value Special Qualities World Heritage 

Site purposes

National Park 
purposes

Vision

Monitoring

FIGURE 1 Overview of the Plan

The Outstanding Universal Value and Special Qualities of the Lake District, informed 

by World Heritage Site and National Park purposes, are translated into a Vision for the 

English Lake District. Our Plan identifies strategies, actions, and an implementation 

and monitoring framework to protect and enhance the Lake District’s attributes of 

Outstanding Universal Value.  Figure 1 demonstrates how all these components fit 

together within this Plan.
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12SECTION 1   LOCATION OF THE L AKE DISTRICT, ITS BOUNDARY, AND ARE A PROFILE

FIGURE 2 The location of the Lake District

1.0  LOCATION OF THE 
LAKE DISTRICT, ITS 
BOUNDARY, AND 
AREA PROFILE  

What is a National Park? 
National Parks are areas of exceptional natural beauty which benefit from 
special protection and management, with great opportunities for everyone to 
enjoy the outdoors.

What is a World Heritage Site (WHS)? 
World Heritage Sites are sites considered to be of Outstanding Universal Value 
- places or buildings which are considered to have special importance for 
everyone. They represent the most significant or exceptional examples of the 
world’s cultural and/or natural heritage.

The Lake District is a mountainous region 

of north west England, first designated as a 

National Park in 1951. The boundary of the 

Lake District National Park is the proposed 

boundary of the English Lake District 

World Heritage Site [This is therefore 

referred to as the ‘Nominated Property 

Boundary’ on figures]. 
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13SECTION 1   LOCATION OF THE L AKE DISTRICT, ITS BOUNDARY, AND ARE A PROFILE

FIGURE 3 Extent of the Lake District boundary
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14SECTION 1   LOCATION OF THE L AKE DISTRICT, ITS BOUNDARY, AND ARE A PROFILE

FIGURE 4 Interesting facts about the Lake District
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15SECTION 1   LOCATION OF THE L AKE DISTRICT, ITS BOUNDARY, AND ARE A PROFILE

FIGURE 5 The Lake District in numbers
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