


 

 

VINTAGE SPORTS CAR CLUB – LAKELAND TRIAL 
 
This annual trial is for up to 110 pre-1941 road registered cars, and takes place in Wythop Woods, 
Darling How (Whinlatter Forest), Honister and near Buttermere and Crummock Water.  It is generally 
well-run and has been held for many years without significant issues arising. The organiser has 
provided the permissions given by relevant landowners, along with maps of the event route, and other 
documentation relating to the event (Motorsport UK permit, risk assessment, event safety 
management plan).  
 
The route for this year’s event is the same as that used during previous editions, including last year. 
Several public rights of way are crossed or used as access, and one bridleway at Honister is used as 
part of the hill trial. 
 
In 2021 we received a complaint which was closed following the end of the formal process. Various 
additional / revised conditions have since been included in our Section 33 consent relating to signage 
and marshalling for the event. The organisers were also reminded that the conditions must be strictly 
adhered to. Staff then attended the event in 2022 to ensure these conditions were complied with and 
they were satisfied that monitoring of subsequent events was not required for the time being. 
 
Given the above considerations– I recommend that we give approval authorising the use of the 
specified public rights of way during this event 

Will Hinchliffe, Rights of Way Officer, 8 October 2025





 

 

• Members of the public using the bridleway will be informed of the event by the marshals. If 

the public wish to continue along the bridleway, cars will not be allowed to start the climb.  

Alternatively, it is acceptable for the public to be asked (not demanded) to wait for the car 

to complete the climb before continuing.   

 

If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Will Hinchliffe, Rights of Way 

Officer (will.hinchliffe@lakedistrict.gov.uk, 01539 792696). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

Steve Gaskell, Head of Ranger Service 

Direct:  01539 792604 

Email: steven.gaskell@lakedistrict.gov.uk  

Conditions of Authorisation 
 
You (the event organisers) shall: 
 

1. Repair any significant damage to the surface of the footpaths and bridleways or to any walls, 

fences, stiles, bridges, gates or other wayside fixtures caused by the event. If this is not 

done within a reasonable time after notice has been given, we (the National Park Authority) 

shall have the right to carry out the work and charge the cost to you. 

2. Indemnify us against any legal liability in respect of any claim arising out of this authorisation 

and any expense to which we may be put in defending any claims. 

3. Arrange for marshals to be posted on the rights of way to warn people of the presence of 

motor vehicles and stop the competitive sections if necessary - at the locations identified on 

the attached maps for Wythop and Darling How, and mass marshalling at Fleetwith 

Drumhouse. Marshals should wear high visibility vests or clothing to ensure they’re 

clearly identifiable to participants and rights of way users. 

4. Erect warning signs (or substantially to the like effect) at the locations shown on the 

attached maps, and elsewhere as considered useful. 

5. Remove the signs after the event has finished. 

6. Remove litter deposited on any affected footpath or bridleway during the event.  

7. Report any accidents or near miss incidents involving spectators or public rights of way 

users to us within 48 hours of any event. 

         



 

 

Route Maps  (blue = access, red = competitive stage) 



 

 
 

    
 

 





 

 

Signage and Marshal Location Maps for Wythop 

 



 

 

Signage and Marshal Location Maps for Darling How 

 


